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APPROPRIATION (RECURRENT 2020–21) BILL 2020 
APPROPRIATION (CAPITAL 2020–21) BILL 2020 

Second Reading — Cognate Debate 
Resumed from 13 October. 
MRS L.M. HARVEY (Scarborough — Leader of the Opposition) [1.20 pm]: I rise to contribute to the debate 
on the state government’s 2020–21 budget—the Appropriation (Recurrent 2020–21) Bill 2020 and the Appropriation 
(Capital 2020–21) Bill 2020. Before I make my remarks, I would like to place on the record our condolences to 
the family of Mr Jonnie Hartshorn and also the families of the two workers who have been injured by the terrible 
incident at Curtin University. We also extend our condolences to the extended families of those individuals who 
have been killed and injured, the workers on site and to all those in the Curtin community who are grieving with 
the family at this time. 
The McGowan Labor government’s 2020–21 budget will go down in political history as a budget starved of hope 
and aspiration. Budgets reflect the heart and soul of the governments that deliver them, and this one reveals Labor’s 
bluff and bluster and its core business—spin. It is devoid of the vital ingredients of good governance, it lacks 
substance and boasts not one sniff of optimism for Western Australians in these most trying of times. Where is 
the plan to come out of the domestic recession that we are in? Where is the hope for the 102 000 unemployed 
Western Australians? Where are the ideas to fuel the aspirations of all Western Australians whose businesses have 
been smashed and battered by COVID-19, the pain exacerbated by the lack of any support from their own state 
government? Where are the answers for the record levels of ambulance ramping? Where are the solutions to the 
record number of homeless people growing at such a high rate that they are now a regular sight in suburban 
parks in Western Australia, let alone the cities and the activity hubs? Where are the incentives for young 
Western Australians who cannot find a job? Where is the pathway of hope? Where is the way forward for this 
great state? 
Sadly, the budget has no answers to the most pressing of challenges facing our state. The budget shines no light 
on a path forward. It shows no confidence in the tens of thousands of WA family businesses struggling to stay 
afloat. It reveals no optimism in this great state and exposes a complete lack of belief in the people who live here. 
It was in only February when the Treasurer had given up and resigned. The government was tracking strongly 
towards being a one-term wonder. Labor was like the chasing dog that caught the car: it did not know what to do 
once in office and now just a year out from the polls it has nothing to show for the last three years in government. 

When Labor came to power in 2017, Western Australians were promised a jobs bonanza. Mr McGowan promised 
150 000 new jobs. It was going to be a golden era of prosperity. Does everyone remember the Premier, the then 
Leader of the Opposition, in every single media event holding up Labor’s plan for jobs? That has long been 
abandoned. The reality is that the domestic economy was in serious trouble and contracting. We were promised that 
there would be no increases to fees and charges and no new taxes. That is what the Premier said during the election 
campaign in 2017. The first thing Labor did when it got into government was increase payroll tax for big business. 
That was a job-destroying tax, as everyone agrees. The first thing Labor did was increase that. It then introduced 
a foreign investor tax, which had an immediate and destructive impact on our fragile economy. Who introduces 
a foreign investor tax into a housing market when the prices are in freefall? Overseas students started picking 
elsewhere to finish their degrees. Their parents and families got the very clear message: “You are not welcome here 
in WA.” Wealthy tourists who fell in love with Perth were overnight given a really strong reason not to invest here. 
This government said to them, “We don’t want your money. Go back to where you came from.” What followed after 
that? It was an Uber tax. Labor then tried to introduce a gold tax not once, but twice. It was only the weight of the 
mining industry that forced our Treasurer into a rather spectacular backflip with a triple pike on the gold tax. 

Where the duplicity of this government really hurt Western Australians was the heartless hike in fees and charges, 
which it promised would never happen. Every WA household, every mum and dad in the suburbs struggling to get 
by and make ends meet has been smashed by an $850 increase in water, electricity and gas bills. That is thanks to this 
deceitful government. In other words, every household would have to find an extra $4 250 over the next five years. 
That is an awful lot of money for a family to find in their annual budget. On top of that, the Economic Regulation 
Authority found that Labor was over-recovering on water charges—that is an issue we have raised in this Parliament 
previously—to the tune of $400 a household a year. Effectively, that is a Labor water tax. We have to give it to 
Labor: if it can find a way to rip you off, it will. Back in the day, people used to buy a house and sell it sometime 
later for a profit. Not any more in Western Australia. WA now has the longest and deepest fall in house prices 
on record.  

Thanks to Labor, many families are hurting like never before, and it is not just born and bred Western Australians. 
Many people left their families over in the east and overseas to start a new life in the west with their young families, 
based on the prospect of a good job and a bright future in a state that was going places and was confident of its 
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place in the world, but they found themselves in a shrinking economy run by a protectionist government with 
a narrow, mean-spirited view of the world. They have been left high and dry by a raft of broken promises, poor 
policy decisions and falling equity in their homes. These families are prisoners in their own castles—trapped and 
unable to sell for fear of losing thousands of dollars should they do so. What a great way to start a new life in the 
west. Welcome to Labor’s WA. Mortgage stress goes hand in hand with negative equity, and both are at record 
levels, compliments of this Labor government. With that comes all sorts of tensions that can manifest in the form 
of family and domestic violence, which is on the rise, high divorce rates and broken homes. 

Worryingly, this budget shows no urgency in getting the economy back up and running. Our economy is bumping 
along the bottom, just as it was well before the COVID crisis hit. More than 100 000 Western Australians are now 
out of work. The only thing that has saved the day is a Liberal initiative; Scott Morrison’s JobKeeper has helped 
67 000 Western Australians keep their heads above water. Where is the financial support from this mean state 
government? There is none, zilch, crickets. When questioned about the lack of support the WA government has 
given those battling to overcome the COVID-19 financial tsunami, the Premier said last week that the idea that 
somehow bankrupting the state is a good thing is wrong. What a rude and heartless comment to make to the tens of 
thousands of unemployed Western Australians and the many mum-and-dad family small businesses that have had 
to close their doors and are facing bankruptcy. For the Premier and the Treasurer to say that Western Australia has 
the strongest economy in the country with the fastest bounce back of any state is simply false and flies in the face 
of the experiences out there in the suburbs of Western Australian family businesses and householders who are 
struggling to pay their fees and charges. There are 30 000 more people out of work now than there were in February 
and the forecast unemployment rate of eight per cent highlights that more Western Australians are going to lose their 
jobs. Companies in the non-mining parts of the economy are not investing. Mining makes up about one-third of the 
economy. The reality, according to Treasury, is that the WA economy is projected to average south of two per cent 
each year over the next four years. 

WA is the only state in the country not to provide grants of up to $10 000 for struggling small businesses flattened 
by COVID-19. Whenever we raise this matter, the government overreaches, like it does on everything. We are talking 
about this state government being the only state government in the country not to provide grants of up to $10 000 
for struggling small business that have been flattened by COVID-19. Despite the GST fix and the skyrocketing 
iron ore prices that have been rivers of gold for royalty revenue, this mean-spirited government will not give anything 
to help the struggling family businesses that face closure as a result of the COVID-19 crisis. We are the only state 
in Australia to do nothing for small business. Government members should hang their heads in shame. 

While so many Western Australians have been struggling on so many fronts, this Labor government has been hiding 
money in hollow logs. Labor has refused to spend more than $1 billion of taxpayer money to help the West Aussies 
who desperately need a hand. As the shadow Treasurer highlighted yesterday, an election treasure chest is hidden 
in hollow logs in this budget at a time when the economy needs the government’s spend to help it survive, like 
every other state in Australia and the Australian government is doing. 

In the current economic climate, the surplus that the Labor Party has delivered is a disgrace. It reveals that this 
government is embarrassingly un-Australian. WA Labor members constantly complain about the evils of Canberra 
yet they put out their hands for every crumb while hoarding more than $1 billion, and they gloat about it. It is utterly 
unbelievable, disgraceful and shameful to behave that way. Every major economic crisis that we now face in 
Western Australia has this Labor government’s personal stamp all over it. 

Homelessness is an example. The Premier secretly sold off over 1 000 government houses once he got the keys to 
the Treasury. Again, that was a bad policy that directly contributed to the ongoing issue of homelessness that now 
plagues our CBD in particular and the state in general. The vast majority of that lost housing stock has not been 
replaced. Members only have to walk down Hay Street to see the direct result of that appalling policy. Self-funded 
retirees are now being asked to pick up the slack in social housing because Labor worked with the bureaucracy to 
put on a tenancy moratorium for another six months without consulting landlord investor groups. 

This Labor government, during an economic crisis, has overseen pensioners receiving rent increases from Homeswest. 
How heartless and mean can it be? Crime is now out of control in many parts of the state. Violent crime, particularly, 
is the highest on record under this Labor government. People cannot take their kids anywhere in Northbridge 
because they just do not feel safe. Seniors are afraid to walk outside their front doors for fear of being bashed. Why 
is that? It is because we do not have enough cops on the beat to ensure our streets are safe. Bashings and robberies 
are the confronting reality. Homelessness is part and parcel of the visiting experience for people who come to 
Perth’s CBD. In the middle of all that, when we raise these law and order issues in this place, the government says, 
“Nothing to see here. There’s no increase in crime”. It then announced in the budget that 800 additional police officers 
are being funded. That is fantastic. We have been calling for years for some commitment to increase the presence 
of police officers on our streets, yet in light of the issues that the opposition have raised around law and order, 
increases in violent crime et cetera, this government says there has been no increase in crime and there is no problem. 
But the budget will fund 800 additional police officers. Why do we need 800 additional police officers if there is 
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no problem with crime? We are glad that the government has responded to the relentless pursuit by our shadow 
Minister for Police, Peter Katsambanis, member for Hillarys. But it is too little too late. What about all the victims 
who have suffered at the hands of the robbers and thieves out there? What about the people who have been bashed 
and the families who have lost loved ones because of this government’s inaction and its catastrophic lack of resourcing 
for our police? Thank goodness the funding will come in in 2024, at the back end of the forward estimates, but we 
need those police officers now. 

The big, striking omission from this piece of fantasy writing Labor calls a budget is the lack of focus on jobs. Where 
is the big picture to drag us out of Labor’s economic mess? Where is the plan to get the economy up and moving? 
Up to March this year, apprenticeship starts had fallen 32 per cent under this Labor government’s watch over the 
past three years. As part of our local jobs guarantee, the Liberals announced we would provide a new two-year 
incentive and retention payment to encourage Western Australian businesses to employ up to 20 000 apprentices and 
trainees as part of their COVID economic recovery. Our plan for 20 000 local apprenticeships will support family 
businesses with up to $10 000 for taking on a new apprentice and up to $5 000 for a new trainee. This new inducement 
will be over and above the existing enticements and will take the total payments available for taking on a new 
apprentice to $18 500 and a new trainee up to $9 250. On top of that, we will introduce a $1 000 apprentice tool 
bonus, which will give a helping hand to all new apprentices, whether they be young people or older people who 
have lost their jobs and need to be retrained and want to take up an apprenticeship in adulthood. We will give them 
a helping hand of up to $1 000 to buy their tools of trade so that they can start work and start their apprenticeship 
or traineeship immediately. They can buy their knives or the tools of trade that they need to commence work. Not 
only that, but they will also be able to use this bonus to buy personal equipment, personal protective equipment, 
or help pay for medical assessments, police clearances or other direct costs that are involved in getting ready for work. 
Our plan will help all Western Australians to upskill and reskill and get them out of the unemployment queue. 

We have also committed to changing Labor’s flawed Western Australian Jobs Act, which currently classifies a local 
business as any company that could be based on the east coast or even overseas in New Zealand. We will do that 
in the first 100 days of office, if elected in March. We will introduce legislation that will guarantee that local means 
local. Local will not mean Spain, the United Kingdom or France. It will not mean Toowoomba, Sydney, Queensland, 
New South Wales or New Zealand. Our local jobs guarantee will mean local companies based and operating in 
Western Australia so that the profits stay here. 

A couple of weeks ago, I visited Beurteaux, a hardworking Western Australian family business in Henderson whose 
core business is manufacturing seats for ferries and trains. It supplied 20 000 seats for the Perth−Mandurah rail 
line back in the day. However, under Labor’s tendering policies that allow big, overseas companies to set the rules 
for local suppliers, Beurteaux would had to have spent half a million dollars just to be in the race to bid for what 
could have been a fantastic local contract for it. It would have meant that it could have employed more locals to meet 
the demand and a continuity of supply for its business. Under a Liberal government, that will change. Companies 
like Beurteaux that manufacture train seats in Western Australia will be included in our rail project work. Under 
a Liberal government, we will make sure that local businesses capable of carrying out the work will get a head 
start in vying for lucrative government tenders to create wealth, build companies and generate much-needed jobs 
here in Western Australia. WA Liberals build things. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: We have seen that Labor cannot manage major projects. Not a single kilometre of rail has 
been delivered for Metronet, the government’s major infrastructure project that was promised prior to the election. 

Under the previous government, we transformed this city into a sophisticated international destination, bursting 
with opportunity and investment. Members only have to look around to see the spoils of what the previous Liberal 
government achieved. If elected, we will continue down that pathway. We will build Roe 8 and Roe 9, much 
needed pieces of public infrastructure that will create 10 000 jobs and clear congestion in Perth’s southern suburbs. 
They will guarantee that young mums and dads, grandparents and carers who have to run the gauntlet down the 
very dangerous and congested Leach Highway with all that freight traffic can safely deliver their precious cargo 
to school. That will be the benefit of building Roe 8 and Roe 9. 

We will bring back hope and optimism to the public conversation. Unlike Labor, we will not put ideology and dogma 
above common sense. Within four short years, Labor has managed to trash this state’s can-do reputation both 
nationally and globally. We now have a mean-spirited Premier who is focused on one thing—his own survival. 
Western Australians doing it tough in the suburbs, the regions and the backblocks of Western Australia come 
off second best. We have a Treasurer who gives away money owed to every Western Australian taxpayer and tries 
to make a big fellow of himself over it. The fact that $600 has been promised to every household, which came 
from Labor’s last great misadventure—the grubby and corrupt WA Inc era—is nothing to crow about. That is 
Western Australian taxpayers’ money, which they will finally get back after that dismal period of governance in 
Western Australia’s history. 
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We have a Minister for Transport who for four years has been promising to build a rail network, but has yet to see 
the overlaying of one kilometre of track. Last week we had the extraordinary announcement by the Minister for 
Tourism that he does not want tourists from other states to visit Western Australia, much to the stunned silence of 
small WA operators, particularly those up north whose businesses are hanging by a thread. Labor may be riding 
high in the polls now, but anybody who is out and about, as I am, and as our candidates and members are, and as 
March 2021 gets closer, can sense that the silent Western Australians are waking up to WA Labor. They are waking 
up to the arrogance and hubris that get shoved down their throats every day. We have only to read letters to the editor 
and listen to talkback radio to understand that a growing number are starting to see the real side of this conceited 
and smug government. 

Under Labor, WA has closed its borders and closed its mind. Under Labor, WA is now closed for business. This 
budget has only reinforced the economic protectionism and narrow world views of the faceless middle-aged men 
who now run WA Labor. When we win government in March 2021, we will immediately turn over the closed sign 
that Labor has hung out on WA’s front door. We will pull the appropriate economic levers to encourage interstate 
and overseas investment. We will welcome anyone willing to work hard and get ahead in life. We will put in place 
job stimulating measures that will get the economy up and running. We will find a COVID-safe way to stimulate 
our economy and welcome investment back to this state. This great state was built on the backs of those willing to 
have a crack, the backs of Western Australians who are willing to have a go and who had the courage to adapt quickly 
to changing circumstances and turn adversity into opportunity. That is what we have lost under this WA Labor 
government. We have lost that intrepid spirit that made this great state the state that it used to be prior to this Labor 
government taking control. 

Under a Harvey Liberal government, WA will be open for business. We will be open to business and we will restore 
this state to prosperity. We will put the policy levers in place to create employment in this state. We will not deliver 
a budget full of bluff, bluster and spin; we will deliver budgets that create employment, restore prosperity and 
optimism, and will fix the vexing issues of ambulance ramping and homelessness. We will build Roe 8 and 9. We 
will not get stuck in an ideological argument about a piece of road infrastructure that is needed for road safety, 
congestion and the improvement of our CO2 footprint and the fuel efficiency of our freight operators. We will be 
a government that delivers for the state of Western Australia, and we will not deliver a cynical, mean-spirited budget 
such as this government has just done. 

DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe) [1.42 pm]: I also rise to make a contribution in response to the second reading debate 
on the Appropriation (Recurrent 2020–21) Bill 2020 and the Appropriation (Capital 2020–21) Bill 2020. Before 
discussing the budget more generally, I wish to dwell on some concerns I have with issues in my local electorate, 
and I have done this for the previous two budgets. There is no optimism in this budget that anything is going to 
change. Traffic congestion is a major issue in my electorate, and, as I said, nothing in the forward estimates will help 
alleviate that. It has been well forecast by Main Roads that traffic flow along Stirling Highway and Curtin Avenue 
will increase by around 50 per cent in 10 years. That is a phenomenal increase in traffic density. There was a small 
reprieve during the initial stages of the COVID crisis, when there was a lull in traffic, but traffic is now back to 
normal levels. Curtin Avenue continues to take a very large amount of heavy traffic, and that is exacerbated by the 
single lane section that travels through a large part of my electorate. Nothing in this budget indicates that the 
government has any plans to alleviate that situation through the entire forward estimates. 

The crossings across the rail line and Stirling Highway to the many schools in the area are especially problematic. 
There are 14 school campuses in close proximity to the rail line and Stirling Highway: Freshwater Bay Primary 
School, Cottesloe Primary School, North Cottesloe Primary School, Mosman Park Primary School, Mosman Park 
School for Deaf Children, North Fremantle Primary School, Christ Church Grammar School, Iona Presentation 
College, Iona Presentation Primary School, Methodist Ladies’ College, Presbyterian Ladies’ College, Scotch College, 
St Hilda’s Anglican School for Girls senior campus and also its separate junior campus. The crossings between 
the rail lines and Stirling Highway are short, and many stressed parents try to drop their kids off at school and then 
head into work. These days, in the great majority of households, both parents work. The trouble is that when they 
try to head into work and they may be running late, they are tempted to take risks at the rail crossings, sometimes 
entering crossings when they cannot completely clear the rail zone. In particular, this happens at Congdon Street, 
Eric Street, Jarrad Street, Salvado Street and Victoria Street. They are highly congested for most of the morning 
and afternoon. 

There are particular safety issues at the level crossings on Jarrad Street, Salvado Street and Victoria Street, and those 
have been exacerbated by the extension of the cyclepath from Grant Street to Victoria Street. As I have mentioned 
in this place before, I am a very strong supporter of extending the cycle paths and I am looking forward to the path 
being completed all the way into Fremantle. I have previously congratulated the Minister for Transport in this place 
for that improvement; however, as I have also stated in this place, I am extremely concerned that cyclists are at great 
risk of being hit by a car at the level crossings on Jarrad, Salvado and Victoria Streets. Drivers who are stressed about 
getting their children to school and themselves to work are not necessarily as focused as they should be on cyclists. 
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Cyclists, who typically have earphones or headphones on and are in the zone, zooming down the cycleway, are 
not necessarily aware of cars at the road crossings. These crossings must have grade separation between road, rail 
and cyclists. That is for the safety of everyone concerned—the safety of the train drivers, who are confronted with 
vehicles in their path, and the safety of the car drivers and cyclists on those streets. 

There is also considerable concern in North Fremantle about changes to the planned location for the old 
Fremantle Traffic Bridge crossing at Queen Victoria Street. Many residents are concerned about the pending 
demise of the old wooden bridge for historic reasons. I empathise with their concerns; however, I understand the 
government’s position that maintenance on the existing wooden bridge is unaffordable and that a replacement bridge 
is required. What concerns everyone is the change in plans to locate the replacement bridge to the east of the current 
bridge and not to the west, as has been planned for a number of years. In fact, when the announcement was made 
about the commencement of the replacement bridge, I think in April 2019, the Minister for Planning and a smiling 
Josh Wilson, the federal minister for Fremantle, were holding up a schematic showing the replacement bridge 
located to the west of the existing bridge. The minister did not quite get that one correct. Relocating the replacement 
bridge to the east of the old bridge will bring a major highway within a few metres of the residents living in 
apartments along Kwong Alley in North Fremantle. I believe this represents an unfair outcome for those residents 
who, in good faith, purchased quite expensive apartments, knowing it was near the road, but now the road will be 
brought within a few metres of their houses. They will be unfairly impacted by noise and vibration from the heavy 
traffic crossing the bridge. 

The relocation of the bridge to the east of the existing bridge was apparently required because the government 
has decided to duplicate the existing rail crossing to cope with anticipated increases in container freight to the 
North Mole. They are duplicating that rail crossing to the east of the existing rail bridge, which will then prevent 
the replacement traffic bridge being to the west of the existing traffic bridge. I was a bit surprised by why we 
would need to spend something like $100 million on a new rail bridge, when the government’s stated intention 
is to transition container freight to the outer harbour in a few years. The minister was kind enough to provide 
a briefing in her office with her department, and at that meeting I was informed by the Department of Transport 
representative that it was planning for the continuation of container freight at Fremantle harbour until at least 2037, 
the Acting Speaker (Ms L. Mettam) may be surprised to know. It is clear that the much vaunted outer harbour is 
some way off. I believe that the government should stick with the original plans and budget and it should build the 
replacement bridge to the west of the existing bridge. I appreciate that that would be a more involved engineering 
exercise with additional costs; however, I believe that bringing a major freight highway close to existing residences 
is an unacceptable outcome. 

While I am on the topic of the port, I wish to comment also on the Roe 8 and 9 highway issue. On this issue we have 
seen the true environmental credentials of the McGowan Labor government, with its pigheaded refusal to build 
Roe 8 and Roe 9 and to connect it to the North Mole. I note that the budget allocates $100 million to planning for 
the outer harbour. The need for the outer harbour is apparently motivated by a desire to protect about 0.2 hectares 
of Beeliar Regional Park from being cleared. What do we see? Instead, we see a short-term solution that will, in 
fact, not be any solution. It is, apparently, supposed to improve traffic flow on High Street and Stirling Highway. 
Sixty hectares of Cockburn Sound, including seagrass beds, will be destroyed by the new harbour. Instead of 
0.19 hectares of bush, Labor members here want to destroy 60 hectares of Cockburn sea floor and seagrass. 
In addition, we have seen environmental carnage. Sixty-seven 100-year-old endangered gum trees were demolished 
to make way for the monstrous roundabout on High Street. What an absolute disgrace—67 100-year-old mature 
tuart trees are gone. Members know what that means—nesting sites for birds were destroyed because the government 
did not want to do Roe 8 or 9 but wanted to do this. I am dumbfounded and cannot even begin to understand the 
argument that the government has put forward there. Can I say that the environmental zeal of the so-called environmental 
protesters, who were never going to leave that site and who were never going to let those trees be knocked down, 
suddenly disappeared when they were offered upgraded accommodation. There you go. That is how much their 
environment concern is worth—apparently a few dollars! 
All this environmental vandalism has, I believe, been based on the shoddiest business case that has ever been prepared 
by a government. The Premier and the Treasurer will repeat that cost of $8 billion to maintain Fremantle Harbour—
a harbour that is at only one-third of its capacity. This shoddy estimate includes every road upgrade in the vicinity 
of the port, adding billions of dollars to the cost of maintaining the existing port. The Premier and the Treasurer know, 
or at least they should know, that aside from the Roe 8 and 9 extension—in fact, that is not even for the port—the 
upgrades to Leach Highway and South Street were not required for the port. In fact, the overwhelming majority—
more than 90 per cent—of the traffic on South Street and Leach Highway is, in fact, normal commuter and 
commercial traffic and not container freight. The road upgrades are required for the forecast growth of commuter 
and non–port-related traffic. Whether the existing port continues, those upgrades will be required. There is also 
a requirement to upgrade the river crossing and the road network to the north of the port to cope with general traffic 
growth. What an utterly dishonest analysis. Adding these costs—that is, the total cost of the upgrade of those 
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roads—to the business case for maintaining the existing port as though it is required only for the port, is, at the 
very best, completely dishonest. 
In equal part, we do not see parallel treatment for the new container freight port at the outer harbour. Road, rail and 
other infrastructure upgrades that are required to fully service a new container port at the outer harbour will cost 
billions of dollars, yet somehow those costs do not appear in the business case for the outer harbour. The people 
responsible for preparing this shoddy business case should hang their heads in shame. The Labor government should 
also be ashamed of repeating any of the numbers of this analysis. This shoddy analysis does not bode well for the 
future effort of the much vaunted Infrastructure WA department. Rather than an independent and professional 
analysis, we have seen see a political outcome directed by government. I note that despite the likelihood of a new 
container port at the outer harbour being decades away, the government is running down assets at the existing port. 
There has been a $63 million underspend in maintenance on Fremantle harbour this year. Outside of a partial recovery 
of $25 million next year, other maintenance money for the port has been removed from the forward estimates. 
On a positive note, I thank the government for the increased maintenance spend for Mosman Park Primary School 
in my electorate, which was announced early this year. It is very badly needed for a school that is very badly run 
down. However, it is extremely disappointing that there will be no funding for further improvements at the school. 
Related to that, the Western Knights Soccer Club, which is based at Mosman Park, is in desperate need of an upgraded 
facility. The local council, Mosman Park Primary School, the Department of Education and the Western Knights 
Soccer Club have been working together on a very good plan to expand the overcrowded primary school and the 
Mosman Park School for Deaf Children, and to upgrade the soccer club’s facilities. The Western Knights’ ground is 
the only dedicated soccer ground between Fremantle and Nedlands. It draws members from the local community and 
across the metropolitan area, with more than 200 junior players and 300 senior players. Their facilities are dilapidated 
and urgently need upgrading. I have seen first-class facilities in the Labor electorates that I have visited; however, 
it seems that the Western Knights are being punished because they are located in the western suburbs. 
On this topic, I note the Premier is often very critical in this place and elsewhere about the state of the Cottesloe 
beachfront. I would have thought that the Premier would have been keen, given that he is the Premier for the whole 
state and not just Labor electorates—or should I say supposed to be the Premier for the whole state and not just Labor 
electorates—to see fit to help the Town of Cottesloe with its foreshore development plans. As a matter of interest, 
as many members may have done, I searched the budget papers for any reference to government expenditure in 
my electorate. I encourage members opposite to search for “Cottesloe”, “Mosman Park”, “Claremont” or “Nedlands”. 
They will find zero dollars have been allocated to my electorate outside of some upgrades to the Mount Claremont 
Bus Depot, where buses are serviced—aside from the people who work there, people do not go to that area—and 
some funding for HBF Stadium. 
It is very clear that the Premier is interested in championing only high-rise development in the western suburbs 
area. For some months now the Labor government has been hiding its poor stewardship of the state behind the 
COVID-19 crisis. However, it is clear to anyone who cares to look that this Premier and Treasurer had smashed 
our domestic economy before the COVID-19 pandemic began and that there had been no significant population 
growth for some time. The only demand for high-rise development in Perth is in the western suburbs, and that is 
mainly for wealthy downsizers. I have said before in this place that I support sensible development that adds to 
a community instead of destroying it. An example of a good development is the ONE Subiaco project that is being 
developed by Blackburne. That is why I was pleased to attend the sod-turning ceremony for that project. The Premier 
likes to proclaim himself as a Churchillian figure, single-handedly saving the state from the scourge of COVID. 
A true leader governs for all; not just for the people who vote for him. The lack of support for critical infrastructure 
and the destructive planning policies of this government in my electorate reveal the true nature of the Premier. 
My colleague the shadow Treasurer has already spoken on the topic of the sham budget surplus that is predicted for 
2020–21, but I think that that topic requires more airing. The Premier and the Treasurer make a lot of noise about 
integrity and transparency. We continually see the Premier in this place lecturing our side of the house on how we 
should be doing our job and what standards we should be maintaining. We remember with great clarity the Premier 
announcing that his government would demonstrate gold-standard transparency, members. The lack of integrity of 
this government, including the Premier and the Treasurer, is on open display in the budget the Treasurer presented 
last week. The Labor government’s 2020–21 budget forecasts a surplus of $1.2 billion. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Dr D.J. HONEY: The amount of $1.2 billion is in the operating statement. Any basic analysis reveals that the 
surplus figure of $1.2 billion is a sham. It is a politically manufactured result rather than one honestly reflecting 
our state’s budget position. Faced with the outlook of a budget deficit, Labor grasped any revenue idea to pad out 
the 2020–21 pre-election budget to ensure that the government could maintain the facade of being a good financial 
manager. The first step was to defer $921 million of dividend payments from public corporations. 
Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
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